1. "provides background information needed to understand your study 2. assures your readers that you are familiar with the important research that has been carried out in your area 3. establishes your study as one link in a chain of research that is developing and enlarging knowledge in your field" (Weissberg & Buker 1990, p.41) What do I need to include? Minimum: well-established research in the field; most recent relevant research.
How do I organise it?
Some POSSIBLE approaches, which can be combined (there are others):
1. Organised around key themes or debates 2. From distant to close; from less specific to more specific 3. Generic knowledge conceptual framework understanding of specific context applying theory to context 4. A methodological approach, following the different methods used in your field.
What referencing system should I use?
The REFERENCE system you follow will be that of one of the leading journals in your field: check with your supervisor.
Literature Review
How do I refer to other authors?
How you refer to authors will depend on whether you want to focus: on the information: use name/number in parentheses. e. How long is a piece of string? Unless your School specifies the length, you can use the following as a rough guide:
Around 15-30% of the whole thesis (see FAQs)
OR
Your thesis is expected to be 60% your own work. If your literature review is more than 40% of your thesis, it's probably too long.
What am I supposed to DO in my literature review?
You're expected to show that:
1. you can recognise the relevant and important research in your field 2. you can understand this research, by organising and evaluating it 3. you can see where there is a gap in the research which your study will attempt to fill
Examples of literature reviews: organisation
Here you will find some examples from past Honours theses. The first set of examples shows part of the 
Question
What organisational approach has the student taken in example B?
Examples of literature reviews: language
Here you will find some more examples of literature reviews, showing how the students refer to and comment on previous research. Look at the following examples and see how the students summarise a number of studies and contrast differing findings. Also notice the use of evaluative language to show the student's evaluation of the previous research.
